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! Cut Through

. Light Shadows (shave deeply)

Dark Shadows (shave lightly)

Leave Alone
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Dan Akroyd

Instructions:

1. Use a poking tool or sharp nail to poke the design into the pumpkin’s surface. Due to the detail, poke
gently through the paper and about an eigth of an inch deep into the pumpkin skin, each p@fed dot
beside the other while tracing each shape on the lines. When all lines have been tracegsﬁls way, remove
the paper pattern and rub a small amount of baking flour into the holes to make the %&IQQ easier to see.
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2. Next, use a utility knife, such as a small X-Acto blade, to precisely trace eacQ{po@ J,Q‘Te cutting only
about an eight of an inch into the skin, not all the way through the p mpkln ﬁ@l CQ ing with a blade
will give the finished portrait cleaner cut lines and help you to smo@*hly sha,9 Qtft(tﬁe shadow areas.
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3. Carve and shave out the highlights of his glasses and ther\ﬂs ha&\@ ﬁ/e@%t the highlight on top and
below his nose, then shave this area. Carve out the areagﬁhe ri %b%e\lé‘carefull gutting it into smaller
pieces to remove this section more easily. Shave out %gyshadg& Qﬁéa@ en repegf\t or the Ieft cheek.
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4. Cut out and shave the areas between his lips %Qd ch|n ’@hg(tﬁnaf\sectlgaggs\carve an\@fe)r
shave are his ears, neck, collars, tie and should@rs % q
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Hints: O c’>°~<9,§ S 6@(@ 0\2\

1. It is easier to carve pon@?s on l@?g@ﬁ\p@pkln(gq m&’blgijer thggbetter'
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2. A sturdy, U-shape Q%ood &J q%ﬂ’ﬂ e@&h&%@@sh@layem out of the pumpkin’s thick shell, and
an inexpensive pt{@kln srgﬁ is% @@oest \A(by,pgg&all tr}gfne ares cut smoothly.
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3. For shadow areas \?ng@? er yq\ugoé e into thegkoumpkln s shell, the more light will shine through

those areas. AdJthﬁﬁ ~%hg@mounl@f mpkln fl you remove will change the shadows of a carved
face. Shave i |n for I|gQ¢éZF hlgh|ng§‘ shown as a medium gray on the pattern), and just
barely remoye(\the‘\'p@pkln flesjgi\fb create @f%ieeper shadow (shown as a dark gray on the pattern).
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4. Ren&fﬁ}?ﬁr,é@malts us\L;ﬁly have of thinly cut areas, so they will deteriorate more quickly than
an ag@r ed pumpkin, usually. within a few hours! Wait to carve portraits until the day you want
to‘Show’them off. Give your finished carving a spray of water using a spray bottle to keep the finer lines
from drying out too quickly!

5. If you want a portrait that will last for years, carve into an artificial pumpkin instead. You should still use

a small pumpkin saw to cut out areas, and a utility knife to outline each section, but instead of using a
wood gouge for shaving the shadows in, use a Dremel tool with a jeweler’s bit instead (these may be found
at your local hardware store). Be sure to use an electric light with no more than a four watt bulb for lighting!
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